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It has been reported by Kiley-Worthington (1987) that when compared with
horses at pasture some stabled horses are unable to fulfill their evolutionary time
for eating because they are fed a limited amount of hay. Time spent eating may be
as little as 3.6 hours daily and extended periods of inactivity may lead to stable
vices including crib biting, wind sucking and weaving. It was the object of this
study to determine under Queensland grazing conditions the time that horses spend
eating as an aid to the nutritional management of stabled horses.
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It is shown in fig. 1 that the horses spent 17.3 hours eating and the
remainder of the day resting, standing, drinking and defaecating. This period of
eating was sufficient to supply the horses' nutrient requirements since Gallagher
and McMeniman (1988) reported that the digestible energy and digestible nitrogen
intakes of these animals satisfied recommendations of the National Research Council
for pregnant and non pregnant mares. The present study also confirmed overseas
results of Kiley-Worthington (1987) and Carson and Wood-Gush (1983) that grazing
horses spend at least 16 hours eating each day.
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