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Feeding the sow to increase piglet weaning weight
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Maternal energy intake
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Figure 2 Relationship between maternal energy intake of sows during
pregnancy and piglet birth weight (Pluske et al. 1995).
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Figure 1 Relationship between maternal energy intake of gilts during
pregnancy and piglet birth weight (Pluske et al. 1995).
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Parameter Treatments Voluntary feed intake
(kg/day)

Density of diet 12.5 MJ DE / kg 4.9

13.8 MJ DE / kg 5.1

Wet vs dry Dry feeding (ad libitum) 4.7

Wet feeding (twice daily) 5.3

Shed temperature 27°C 4.6

21°C 5.2

Protein level during pregnancy 9% CP 5.2

13% CP 5.7

17% CP 6.0

Protein level during lactation 12% CP 5.0

18% CP 6.3

Daily feed intake during pregnancy 1.4 kg 4.3

1.9 kg 4.3

2.4 kg 3.9

3.0 kg 3.4

O’Grady et al. 1985

Table 1 Attempts to increase voluntary feed intake of sows during lactation.

Figure 3 Comparison of the relationships between
maternal energy intake of first litter sows and
piglet growth rate.
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Figure 4 Comparison of the relationship between lysine
content of the lactation diet given to first litter
sows and piglet growth rate.
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