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Table 1 Bodyweight (BW), lymphoid organ weights, serum primary antibody levels against SRBC and BSA, and toe–web PHA
responses in chickens given a control, LA or HA diet during the first 4 weeks of age.

Week 4 Week 8 Week 12

0 LA HA 0 LA HA 0 LA HA

BW (g) 194a 208b 210b 667 678 685 1300 1296 1314

Thymus (g/kg BW) 2.91 2.84 2.92 3.83 3.69 3.65 3.73 3.76 4.46

Spleen (g/kg BW) 1.61 1.72 1.59 1.79 1.91 1.90 2.03 2.33 2.20

Bursa (g/kg BW) 4.08 3.54 3.48 4.86a 4.07ab 3.82b 3.33 3.34 3.45

Anti–SRBC titre (log titres) 0.63 0.55 0.60 0.50a 0.60 ab 0.95b 0.48 0.55 0.78

Anti–BSA IgM (unit/ml) 1.64 1.39 1.43 2.23 2.40 2.22 2.40a 2.92b 2.67ab

Anti–BSA IgG (unit/ml) 2.23a 1.66b 2.03ab 3.28 3.24 3.28 3.10 3.14 3.03

Toe–web PHA response (mm) 0.32 0.41 0.40 0.39 0.55 0.36 0.55 0.38 0.48

a, b
Means with different superscripts in the same row within the same age differ (P<0.05)
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