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Summary
The effect on sale value of a range of characteristics of beef cattle has been

examined in herds of pulled and horned Herefords on a property on the
southern tablelands of New South Wales. Estimated slaughter values for 249
heifer, steer and bull weaners and 219 yearling heifers were available. Actual
sale prices were obtained for 213 yearling bulls sold for breeding.

The relationships between these values and a range of measured characters and
visual scores were estimated by multiple regression analyses.

Body weight was the main character affecting value of weaners (11 cents per
kg) and yearling heifers (9 cents per kg) within years. Conformation and con-
dition were important for weaners, since there was discrimination against poor
type animals. Neither of these characters affected the value of yearling heifers.

In contrast, conformation (scored from 1 to 9) was extremely important in
yearling bulls, with an average increment of $264 between scores. Weight gains
also had a significant though less important effect on price.

From differences in the relative importance of conformation and body weight
of slaughter and breeding cattle, it is concluded that many commercial producers
do not base their breeding policies on a realistic assessment of economically im-
portant characters.

I. INTRODUCTION
Knowledge of the economic value of measurable production traits and of

subjectively assessed characteristics of beef cattle is necessary for determining
breeding goals. Estimates of genetic and phenotypic parameters of various beef
cattle traits are becoming available in Australia. They are available also in other
countries for breeds common in Australia. However, before these parameters can
be used to construct efficient breeding plans, estimates of relative economic weight-
ings are required.

This paper examines the variation in price for both slaughter and stud cattle
that is associated with a number of characters. The effects of change in each
character and its relative contribution to total variation in price are given to allow
the derivation of economic weightings that could be used in the construction of
selection indices.
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II. MATERIALS AND METHODS
(a) Animals

The data for this analysis were obtained as part of a performance recording
scheme that had been in operation since 1956 in a Hereford herd on the southern
tablelands of New South Wales. Individual prices, measurements and scores were
recorded on 249 weaner bulls, steers and heifers, 2 19 yearling heifers and 213
yearling bulls born from 1960 to 1968.

Calving extended from July to September each year and calves were weaned
at approximately 6 months of age. Selected male calves were not castrated and
were sold as breeders at 14 months. Steers were sold at weaning. Heifers, if not
required as herd replacements, were sold at approximately 18 months.

All animals were grazed on improved pastures, with supplements in periods
of feed shortage.

(b) Records
At weaning and at yearling age, all animals were weighed and scored for

conformation, body condition, coat type and coat colour, with the exception that
body condition was not recorded for yearling bulls. Additional scores of the extent
of eyelid pigmentation and the value of their sires were recorded for the yearling
bulls.

Corzformation  was visually assessed and followed the system presented by
Guilbert and Hart ( 195 1) and applied in this herd as described by Williams and
Murphy ( 1958). For the present analysis, each of the three grades (A, B and C)
were divided into three subgrades and the total range coded into scores from 1 to
9 where 9 represented the ideal.

Condition was visually assessed as follows: 0 emaciated, 1 poor, 3 backward
store, 5 forward store, 7 fat (prime), 9 over-fat.

Coat type was subjectively scored through a range of 0 to 9. This range
corresponded to the scores 3 to 7 in the system of Turner and Schleger (1960).

Coti colour was subjectively scored through a range of 0 to 9 where 0 repre-
sented light red, and 9 dark red.

Of the bulls used in this study, 43 were polled Herefords, the remainder were
homed Herefords.

(c) Price Data
At weaning and at yearling age, each animal was valued by both a livestock

agent and a stockman who were asked to estimate the value of the animal as though
it were being sold through the local sale yards for slaughter. The values used in
these analyses were the average of the two estimates. Prices for bulls were set by
the owner at the end of a post-weaning test, and were actually received at sale.

(d) Statistical Analysis
Non-orthogonal analysis of variance was used to determine the significance

of the increased variation due to omitting each of the factors while retaining all
others in a multiple regression model. Factors (or variables in the case of weight
and measures of weight gain) were omitted from the final regression equation if
the increased variation could have occurred by chance more often than 10 per cent
of the time.
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III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The average estimated sale values for weaners and yearling heifers were

$45.89 and $65.96 respectively. The average price received for bulls was $722.46.
Least squa.re  estimates of the effects of the various characters on sale value and
price are shown in Table 1. Only those effects which were significant (P<O.O5) are
listed. Summaries of the analyses of variance are given in Table 2.

Year of birth, sex, body weight, herd conformation, condition and coat
colour all had a significant effect on the value of weaners. Of these, year and
weight accounted for the largest proportion of variation. The constants for confor-
mation and condition indicated th:at weaners with low scores were discriminated

TABLE 1
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against to a maximum of $4.72 and $11.30 per head respectively. However, no
greater value was set on high scores than on intermediate scores. As there were
few animals with low scores, these characters accounted for only a small propor-
tion of the variation in value. There was a tendency for discrimination against the
extremes in coat colour (both very light and very dark red) but this character
was relatively unimportant. Coat type did not significantly affect value.

The only factors significantly affecting the value of yearling heifers were
years, weight and age. In this case, the average value of an increase in bodyweight
(9 cents per kg) was similar to that for weaners (11 cents per kg). In contrast
to weaners, conformation and condition scores did not influence estimated value
of yearling heifers. However, there were no animals with low scores in this group.

The most imbortant  character affecting the price of breeding bulls was confor-
mation, with an avc:age increase of $264 between scores, over th,e range 3 to 9.
The spread in l,:ice increased between the higher grades indicating that buyers
were prepared w pay proportionately more for the small number of extremely
desirable an%als. This feature has been observed in other studies of this type in
the U;liied States (eg Marlowe 1969).

Components of weight had a significant effect on the price of yearling bulls.
The two measures of weight gain (weaning to yearling and weight-per-day-of-age)
each had large positive regression co-efficients,  but the analysis of variance showed

112



TABLE 2

that conformation was more important. Though negative and significant, the effect
of body weight was unimportant when the weight gain indices were included in
the same multiple regression equation. It was the practice of this breeder to con-
sider both conformation and weight gain in setting sale price.

Age accounted for a small proportion of the variation in price, purchasers
of bulls for breeding paying more for older animals. This contrasts with the
preference for younger animals in both classes of slaughter cattle.

None of the other factors examined: age of dam, value of sire, herd, coat
colour or eyelid pigmentation had a significant effect on the price paid for yearling
bulls.

IV. CONCLUSIONS
In the commercial segment of the industry, body weight was the main charac-

ter affecting sale value of slaughter cattle. Conformation and condition would
be important only if there were large numbers of poor type animals.

In contrast, conformation was of overwhelming importance to buyers of
breeding bulls. Other known important characters, such as eyelid pigmentation
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(French 1959), were not related to price. These facts indicate that many com-
mercial producers do not base th.eir breeding policies on a realistic assessment
of economically important characters.
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