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One of the nost pressing issues in the world today is a need to
i nprove animal health and increase aninal production, especially in the
tropics. There is therefore an increasing demand for training and
retraining at all levels of activity fromthe laboratory to the field
(More 1975). The Departnent of Tropical Veterinary Science of Janes
Cook University of North Queensland is a postgraduate research unit wth
a firmcomitnent to overseas aninal production through the training of
scientists and advisors at courses held both in Townsville and in their
own countries. It is unique within Australia being the only such
institution in the tropics

The school conprises research and graduate training staff in
both animal production and health. There is a wide range of
technol ogi es represented including animl nutrition, reproductive and
envi ronnental physiol ogy, aninmal breeding and genetics, as well as nost
aspects of the aninal health sciences. These skills are applicable not
only in Australia but elsewhere in the tropics. To make an effective
contribution to overseas animal production it is necessary to be fully
aware of the students' hone environnent, of the many sociol ogi ca
factors which operate, and these are kept in nind at all times. Staff
are encouraged to work in devel oping countries and nost have acted as
consul tants or spent study |leave periods in Africa, Asia or Cceania.

The Department makes a considerable contribution to aninmal research
through the Australian-Asian Universities Cooperation Schene, providing
training courses for South-East Asian animal scientists within their own
countries.  Followup research programes provided within these schemes
have proved an essential part of the training process

The Departnent attenpts to educate each individual to his needs
and provides facilities in Townsville not only for advanced training but
al so for updating the know edge of graduates who have been
professionally active for a nunber of years. Since the spectrum of
interest of applied scientists is wide, options are provided to neet
many individual interests. Approxinately one half of the current
enrol nent of 32 graduates are from countries other than Australia. In
the past six years alone 30 nationalities have been represented

Support is received froma variety of schenes; not only the
. Australian Devel opnent Assistance Bureau, Wwhich adninisters the Col onbo
Pl an, Special Commonwealth African Assistance Plan and South Pacific Ad
Program and the Australian-Asian Universities Cooperation Schene, but
al so the Ford Foundation, World Bank and the Wrld Health Organization
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