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VALBAZEN ( ALBENDAZOLE) TREATMENT OF BRAHVAN cross WEANERs IN THE
TOP END OF THE NORTHERN TERRI TORY

A R EGE NGTON*, T.H MCOSKER** and MH. BAI NBRI DGE

Low growth rates and high nortality of weaners on Munt Bundey Station
(McCosker et al 1984), together with the know edge that a heavy Haenonchus placei
burden had contributed to deaths in 1978, led to an investigation of internal
parasite control in weaners.

Brahman cross calves weaned at 5 to 7 nonths old were treated with 12 n
Val bazen at branding (April 1980), or at weaning (July 1980), or at both branding
and weaning and conpared to a non-drenched group. The groups were run in the sane
native pasture paddock at a SR of 1 to 2.6 ha with access to supplenents.

TABLE 1 Nunbers of animals, liveweights and faecal egg counts of weaner calves
drenched with Val bazen
% Change EPGt  EPG
Time of Number Missing Liveweight (kg) kg/hd/day July'80 Nov.'S80

Drenching Animals Nov.May Apr. July Nov. May April '80 (range) (range)
'80 '81 ' 80 '80 '80 '81 to May'81

Non-drenched 102 27 37 118 146 125 212 0.23 162 75
(0-1560) (0-280)
Branding 90 18 29 114 144 124 206 0.23 39 26
(0-180) (0-120)
Weaning 104 27 38 109 140 122 203 0.23 71 0
(0-320) (0)
Branding and 85 15 24 113 143 122 201 0.22 30 2
Weaning (0-140) (0-40)
S.D. 15.9 16.6 14.2 22.1 0.042

TEpG = eggs per gram of faeces

Li vewei ght was not significantly (p70.05) affected at any stage by drenching
regime. [EQgg numbers at weaning were significantly |ower (p€0.05) in the groups
drenched at branding. Low egg numbers in Novermber indicate a |ow dry season worm
burden in all groups with the mean counts below the 300 epg considered by Leland et
al (1973) to indicate clinical infection. Drenching at branding and weaning sig-
nificantly (p<0.05) reduced post weaning dry season |osses from either the weaning
or the control group. The effect of early drenching (at branding) was greater than
for a late drenching (at weaning) in reducing |osses, but this was not statistically
significant. Sixty nine percent of all |osses occurred during the dry season which
was influenced by the weaning wei ghts of individuals (McCosker et al 1984). Wt
season |osses were simlar for all groups. It is suggested that an early drench be
followed by a second drench at weaning for the effect of reducing nortality,
possibly from sub-clinical worm burdens. This is economcally justifiable on the
grounds that a 1% reduction in nortality would conpensate for drenching expenses.
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