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DI ET SELECTION BY GOATS AND SHEEP GRAZING ANNUAL PASTURES
N. K. GURUNG*, J.H G HOLMES*, B.A. MCGREGOR** and MJ. WATSON**

The diet selected by 4 oesophageal fistulated goats and 4 oesophagael fistulated
sheep were conpared when grazing annual pastures at \Werribee between 26 March
and 4 April 1985 (Period 1) and 20 May and 23 May 1985 (Period 2). During Period
1 only 7%green pasture was on offer conpared to 47%during Period 2. Table 1
shows chem cal conposition and in vitro digestibilities of the extrusa.

Table | Acid detergent fibre (ADF), nitrogen (N) and organic matter
digestibility (OMD) of the oesophageal extrusa.

Period Material analysed Chemical Composition (% of DM)

ADF N oMD(%)

1 Pasture on offer 51 1.8 46

Goat Extrusa 33 3.4 61

Sheep Extrusa 31 3.9 70

NS NS P<0.01

2 Pasture on offer 38 2.1 60

Goat Extrusa 44 1.7 56

Sheep Extrusa 29 3.3 68
P<0.05 P<0.05 P<0.05

It is concluded from this study that sheep grazing annual pastures after the
"autum break' select diets of higher nutritive value than goats.

* School of Agric-and Forestry, University of Melbourne, Parkville, 3052, Vic.
*% Dept.of Agric. and Rural Affairs,Animal Research Institute, \erribee, 3030,Vic.

GROMH OF CROSSBRED PROGENY OF DORSET AND DORSET X MERI NO RAMS
D.G HALL* and N.M FOGARTY*

As part of the devel opment of a new dam breed for |anb production (Fogarty)
1984), growth of crossbred progeny of Poll Dorset (PD) and Dorset x Merino F1
(DM rans were conpared. Mature Border Leicester x Merino ewes were joined to
either five PD or five DM rans for three weeks from 27 April 1983 at Tenpra Agric-
ultural Research Station. Rans were castrated at six weeks of age and |anbs
(149) weaned at 12 weeks with the heaviest half being slaughtered at 18 weeks
and the renmi nder at 23 weeks. Lanmb birth weight, growmh rate, carcase weight
and fat depth were anal ysed by generalized linear nodels to assess the effects
of sire group, sex and birth/rearing status

Progeny of DM rams were lighter at birth than progeny of PD rams (4.3 v
4.5 kg, P<.05). There were no differences between the sire groups for any other
growm h or carcase trait anal ysed. Single lanbs were . 5 kg heavier (P<.01) than
twin lanbs and ram lanbs were .3 kg heavier (P<.01) than ewe lanbs at birth.
Lanmb growth rate to weaning was higher for wethers than ewes (223 v 199 g/d,
P<.01) and singles than twins (247 v 175 g/d) with twin born/single reared inter-

mediate (211 g/d, Pp<.01). Post weaning, twins grew faster than singles (190
v 164 g/d P <05) to fully conpensate their preweani ng di sadvantage by sl aughter
at 23 weeks. Subcut aneous fat depth at the “"C" position was .5 mm |ower for

wethers than ewes (P<.05) despite having .5 kg heavi er carcases

FOGARTY, N.M (1984). Proc. Aust. Soc. Anim Prod. 15:66.

* Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Station, Cowa, NS W 2794
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