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The rise in demand by domestic and export markets for a high quality uniform beef carcase has led to
more steers being finished in feedlots. However, the profitability of feedlotting is small and economic
survival hinges on efficiency (Ryan 1990). Lack of published data prevents conclusions being drawn about
the level of efficiency of Australian feedlotting operations but the few studies reported show considerable
variation in liveweight performance and carcase characteristics such as fat depth and marbling (Baud et al.
1990).

We analysed data from 3 feedlots within 150 km radius of Toowoomba in Queensland. Our results
(Table 1) highlight the marked variability in average daily gain (ADG) between steers from different sources
and between steers from the same source under feedlot conditions.

.

Table 1 Average daily gain (kg/day) for steers from different sources in 3 feedlots in southern Queensland

The level of feedlot performance in Australia, especially for larger operations (>3000  head) that are relatively
new and would be using up-to-date technology (feed mills, bunk designs, rations), is probably high. However,
the extent of
performance

the variation between the steers
of the feedlot by identifying the

indicates that there are opportunities to improve the economic
probable causes of the variability. This will require the analysis

of large data sets to determine the relative contributi
body condition, genotype, entry liveweight, number
from such analyses will be improved if we can access data based on standardised procedures for assembly,
trucking and feedlot induction.
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to the variability
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of various factors, such as steer age,
time of the year. The likely benefits
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